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Men and Masculinity in Public Transport: 

Past and Present Perspectives

Malin Henriksson, Research Leader



THE SUIT

“You’re not likely to get a suit—if we’re being stereotypical—to hop on 

just anything. It’s much easier to get someone like that to board a 

tram than to ride a city bus”.

Hannes, project leader Sustainable Travel in Helsingborg city



Media discourses

Fotograf: Tommy Pedersen 

(Expressen 2007-11-28)
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GENDERED TRAVEL

• The gendered nature of travel patterns has been 
recognized and debated for decades (e.g., Hanson & 
Hanson, 1980).

• Traditionally, men have been more likely to travel by car, 
while women have relied more on public transport. 

• In both public and academic discourse, travel patterns 
have often been treated as synonymous with travel 
needs.

• Yet, travel behavior reflects not only individual choices 
and life circumstances but also gendered norms that 
shape how everyday life is organized.



GENDER AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT

• The Climate Crisis: A Starting Point for 

Problematizing Men's Travel Habits?

• In Sweden, the Public Transport Doubling Goal, 

launched in 2007, can be seen as a significant point 

of departure.

• We argue, that it marked a shift in transport 

planning, where attracting men to public transport 

began to be recognized as an objective.



TWO CONSTRUCTIONS OF MASCULINITY

The Problematic Man

▪ Car preference is viewed as a 
simplistic and uninformed choice.

▪ Perceived irrationality: 
Displays an emotional or 
nostalgic attachment to the car.

▪ Outdated identity: Often 
depicted as an older man out of 
sync with modern values.

▪ Moral responsibility: Held 
accountable for unsustainable 
mobility choices.

▪ Pressure to adapt: Expected to 
conform to the norms of a 
climate-conscious, modern 
society.



TWO CONSTRUCTIONS OF MASCULINITY

The Quality-Conscious Man

▪ Rational decision-maker: Chooses transport mode 

based on quality and efficiency.

▪ Demanding consumer: Expects high standards from 

public transport.

▪ Car as fallback: Uses a car when public transport is 

perceived as inadequate.

▪ Modern identity: Often younger, tech-savvy, and image-

conscious.

▪ Influential voice: Seen as a consumer worth listening to 

in transport planning
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https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=varje+pappa+r%C3%A4knas

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=varje+pappa+r%C3%A4knas




”Djupt orättvisa subventioner” 

 

Vi har idag skatter och avdrag som ökar klyftorna i samhället, skriver artikelförfattarna. Foto: 
Christine Olsson/TT, Martina Holmberg/TT 

Den som får ett periodkort till kollektivtrafiken som personalförmån får betala full 
förmånsskatt. Det är djupt orättvist om man jämför med subventioner för förmånsbilar, 
skriver företrädare för Svensk Kollektivtrafik. 

Publicerad 2025-04-30 



Det är djupt orättvist med de mycket stora 

subventionerna av manliga höginkomsttagare 

med förmånsbil i landets större städer, 

samtidigt som kvinnliga låginkomsttagare 

som reser kollektivt måste betala tusentals 

kronor i skatt för i grund och botten samma 

förmån. Det är en orättvisa som minskar 

förtroendet och acceptansen för 

klimatpolitiken.

Report: 

https://sve

nskkollekti

vtrafik.se/2

025/05/dju

pt-orattvis-

formansbe

skattning-

av-resor/ 
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Present and future PT discourses?

• A comparison of transport discourses over 

the past decade reveals that men's travel 

behavior continues to be problematized.

• A growing emphasis on justice and equity, 

suggesting the emergence of a new public 

transport narrative — that increasingly 

aligns with goals of gender equality and 

transport justice.
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Thank you for listening!

Malin Henriksson: malin.henriksson@vti.se

Lena Levin: lena.levin@vti.se 
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